. Field study hes many unique aspects to it. It is 
the one perfect vehicle for the Anthropologist to cet 
some insight into the workings of another culture, I% 
4s a very Gifficult task to throw off the values of 
your own culture and make yourself free enough to be 
able to understand and see the value of the cultural 
traite of a people, which may be different from, or in 
opposition to your ovn cultural views, It takes 4 
ersat deal of training to be able to do this, and also e 
large amount of time in the field. As a student, and 
having only five weeks available to me in Aruba, TI 
found it necessary to use some of the knowledge that T 
have from my culture as a basis for comparison with the 
information of the same type thet I have found on Aruba, 
My topie of study is «What role dows Catholiciam play 
in Aruben life. By the term “role” I mean, what function, 
what purpose, what good or evil, what Influence both 
spiritual and temporal is exerted, By the tern, 
Catholioiem, I meen not only the universel regular ; ; ae 
rituals that are performed by priests in the churoh, (bu! ce v) 
(more importently, I meen 4 the peoples’ dependence on the _ ,reeltey 
Church for both spiritual and temporal aid, the actual thes oye Venue} 
personal hae of being a ‘Ovrthol Lo tn Aruba, By the | 
expression ' aruban Life, E mean: the tote) coneept of 
Life, Why are they datholios? Does it influence their 
Lives? Why plok one religion over another? Is it 
4mporteant which religion you belong to? Does one religion 
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help you nore then snother religion when you need 
assistance? What does religion do for you? How does 

4t help you? These are some of the questions that T 
asked in my field interviews, The answers were 
remarkably similar and very pro-Catholic., The reasons 
for this may vary. The people might have been "aiming 
to please” in enswering my questions the way they felt 
I wanted them answered, ox (ana this could be important 
to me) they anawered with great praise of the Gatholic 
Ghurch because the church. somehow controlled the lives 
of the individuals in the congreretion, This was a 
question that needed answering. My original problem« 
What role does Catholicism play in Aruba? encompasses 
this question, Fron my findings In fieldwork and from 
the Literature that I have read and with the comparison 
of my own knowledge of Getholicism in the States, I will 
try to prove that the role of Catholicism is an integral 
and traditional one in Aruba both in the past and in the 
night be belle be? 


(\ hows 
5 
My method in proving the integral role of Gatholicisamn 


present. 


in Aruba in the past and in the present, was a series of 
intervigws with 4a. oress Bostion of the population 

of Arubae 1 hed interv{ ews with three priests of 

Dutoh origin, I met with the elusive "peal Aruban” 


natives in Santa Crusy «J epeke to women in San Nicolas 
who had come many years ago, from other islands and who 


were very black, I also apoke with several nore recent 


Es 


immigrants to the island, All of these people were of 
different cultural backrounds, There wasn't much 
interaction between cach of these divided and separate 
groups, yet they all have one eommon bend on Aruba, the 
Gatholie Ghurch, The unifying abllity of the church 
seems to be quite phenomenal even at the present time. 
The role of the church waa slightly different in 
the past than it is now in the present, Historically 
the Catholic Church came early to Aruba, It'@ menbers 
came mostly from the lower classes. At first the 
Indians were beptiszed into the faith by visiting 
missionaries, These converts were then Left to make 
their own religious life, because the missionaries only 
game to the island from time to time, Usually a leeder 
of the people arose and becene a seculer priest, He 
conducted prayer meotings, advised people and made sure 
that the people remembered holy days and other such 
ngeasions, Thia man wes wie Ly a leader in the 
community, His position in the community was further 
strengthened by the fact that. he, was associated with 
the church, Life for the nativos at this tine was 
* pather dull, Religion fulfilled @ purpose... It was an 
interesting diversion and make life more lively and 
satisfied the needs of the people, Naturally the 
people would tend to be more pulled toward the church 
wnen it fulfilled sush a need for shems The ehurch 
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beceme more and more powerful as tine went on and es 
priests and more elaborate churches and ceremonies were 
brought to the island, The chureh took on new roles« 

The formost of these roles was that of a unifying agent - 
and central core around which the other institutions on 
the island were built, The church with its organization 
became e vory stablepart of the Indians less stable livos, 
Since the church, with 1t%s impressive build Me aunt ott) 
clothing end rituals seemed so unmoveble there wos 8 

natural tendaney for the people to turn toward 1% for 

advice 4n family or other problems, The churoh was in 5 
all parts of the daily life. °.Sincé the church was 8o [ne an 
closely associated with the lives of the people in the 

parish, it cane to be not only the source of counseling 


and advice, but also the regulator of the group, the 


"police force", the rule @nforcer, Since the government we" 
at this time 444 not interact with the Indians, the | jour x \i 
chureh became a lisson between the government and the Wey atl 

people, The church in fact became a form of local oO wens” 


eae” aan 
government, and in the parish the priest was the most — er gv wt 
influential men. Thus by being the unifying agent and P 
central score of the parish and the soclety in general, 
the ohurch gave rise to other institutions. It gave 
rise to local political governments, to e more interested jos 
all islend goverment, to police departments, to 


counseling and welfere agencies and to large seale 


educational systems. 
The church graduelly was rolieved of many of the 

responsibilities which it traditionally had, The 

ehurch no Longer holds as strategic « role as it did 

in the past. This ia not to say that the churoh hes 
Lost ite influence, The influence of the ehureh has 
remained strong, but 1t has been tempored by the 
development and modornigation of the Aruban poople. 

The Arubans ere now by and large not completely obliv tous 
to the changéing times eround them. ven on my visits 
to the Cunueu in the outskirts of the parish of Santa 
Grug, in the barrios of Jan Flemming, and Sebane Grande, 

the people were awere of the new problems on the er 
They were eware of some of the government aieiniee and 
they were aware that the position of the church has 
changed, They still felt a groat ferver of religion and 
wolked very far ao that they could go to churehy. and - 
yet they said sadly, thet the dhurch didn't have the 
power and influence that it had before, One informant 
(x had) 4 woman of about 60, from the Jamanota barrio, 
blamed this loss of influence on the conyfing of Lago to 
Aruba, She sald thet the men became more independent 
when they had work and that this drew them away from 

the home and away from the church, By the way it seemed 
to be the general consensus of all of the peonie that TI 


interviewed, that men on Aruba had less use for religion 


Ay 


than the women did. This was all fine when Lago was 
in full operation, but after the big leyoffs, the men 
returned home, were unhappy and didn't turn to the 
chureh for help, This is not to say thet the church has 
no influence on these people any longer, The ¢hurch 
still is an integral part of the community, but the 
traditional roles and functions performed by the church 
have been tempered by time and the improved sophistieation 
of the peonle. The church still is an advisor. It 
fulfills the spiritual needs of the people. The priest 
still 4s the man who is trusted and who can bo talked 
to about personal metters, The only difference is 
that now the priest 4s not the only one to work in these 
capacities, The role of adviser is now also filled by 
the government, with 1t™s welfare department and field 
welfare workers, The chureh es a form of government 
still exists in a wild form. The church no longer 
exherts ao "iron hand" so to speak, over ite people, The 
ehureh does play a vole in the shaping of the lives of 
the people in one mejor capacityEducation, It is true 
that all schools on the island are government endowed, 
but baged on statistics that I got from Father Berlaghe, 
the pastor of the church at Sante Cruz, only about 50 
of the people in the parish of Santa Cruz which has about 
10,000 people, send their children to the government 
achools insteed of to the church schools, He sald that 


‘ 
. f Hate’ ¢ 
; L* owe 
that these people did 1% just to be difficult, People you" be 
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their children get ea vetter education in the Catholic ' Wer’ 
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schools. The priest himself admitted that the education nae , 
thet the children got in the parish schools is very saat | obs 
aimiler and almost equal in material to that which 1s er aah 
gaan” e 
taught in the public schools, Thus in performing the war Loa | 
lo ia 


seme basio roles, the church at present still fulfills 
the most central role, that of a unifying agent in the 
soolety Granted thet the funetion of the chureh on 
Aruba has been tempered by time, but it is stil1 on 
integral part of the society. 
The people of Aruba heve become more state minded 

and more world inden This has helped to reinforce 

the integral but changed role of the church, With the 
advent of incressed technology the people on Aruba heve 
caught up, go to speak, with the rest of the world. This 
Leads to the basis of ny cenpardean with Catholicism 
as I know it in the United States, I have been educated 
fn the paroghtal school system in New York City and f 
have attended both church services and been a member 

of church orgenizations, From these experiences I 

think IT have at least a fairly good idea of the control 
of the church and the communities reaction to it in the 
Ynited States» . 


By comperison the "sphere of influence" of the 


ehure¢h in Aruba {8 far more powerful end obvious than 
the influende that 1s exherted by the church in the 
States. Separation of church and state was and still 

is a basic ideal that our country was founded on. 

Our founding fathers made great provisions for this 
dicotomy to exist. Co-operation of church ond stete is 
the rule for government etal ae Separation is not 
necessary for several good reasons. The islend is 
small, the population is email and most importantly, the 
{sland was founded on a fairly stable religious 
foundation, There were no great religious struggles. 
The Catholie religion came to Aruba, sprang up acid 
fLourjahed with little hampering by the government, 

Sinee a working relationship was reached right away, 

it was only natural that the two most powerful influences 
on the island, the church and the government should 
continue to co-operate and be friendly» 

Aruba generally considers itself as a Catholic 
country. The United States 1s proud of the many 
aifferent kinds of people and the many different religions 
of its people, This and the other reasons thet I have 
stated in the previous paragraphs are the reasons why 
the church in Aruba fulfills a different role for the 
people, than the Catholic church fulfills for the people 
of the United States, Differences in national characte 


differences in relative teehniecal develgpement, differences 


in government , differences in ideals, end differences in 
neod all serve to make the different functions in the same 
snasee anpear in both Locales, It must not be said thet 
one church is more efficient than the other, it must be 
said the ehurehes heve adapted their functions according to 
the society which developed around it, and though the 
streneth or influence of the church may be strikingly different 
it fulfills adaquetely the needs of the people of that 
particuler soctety at that time. The chureh is a stable 
organization, but it does have the capacity to change 
and adapt to different people ond different situations, and 
for this reason it has remained ea notable influence on 
peoples Lives for so many years, 

fo substantiate the premise that the role of 
Catholicism 4n Aruba is an integral one, I used readings, 
observations, and comparisons with the States and also I 
interviewed many people ebout their attitudes towards 
their religion, I can generalize and sey thet ali of the 
people, from the varied ecomomie groups on the island, all 
hed a strong feeling for the church. I interviewed 
Light people, dark people, rich people, poor people, 
native Arubans, and immigrants both old and new. In what 
follows next J would Like to attempt to give the desoriptions 
of my informants and also some of their answers to the 
questions that I stated in the beginning of this paper, 


nemely, Why are you e Catholic? What influence does this 


have.on your life? How does you religion help you when 
you need 1+? I tried to observe how these questions were 
answered, and with whet gestures and intonnations they 
were answered with. Classification of people into set 
Little piles is certainly not a good thing to do even if it 
could be done, In my very Loose system of classification 
tT am only using four eriteria, color, ecdusation, ethnic 
backround and econonics, 

The first thing I decided to do was to speak to several 
of the pastors on the island, I hoped that tn doing this 1+ 
would be helpful in two wayas 1)It would be easter to start 
interviewing when you were speaking to someone who was 
more educated and who spoke English fluently, B)If the 
priest reslly was e powerful figure in the chureh he would 
be a good contact with the people of the parish, The first 
two Dutch priests that I spole to were quite old and were in 
semieretirement and therefore did not L have too much 
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contact with their parishioners, One of them wss from the 
parish of Saint Ann on the North coast, and the other wes 
from the orphanege at Imaldehor, Just North of Oranjestad, 
Since they were both old men of over 70, they spoke with 
some authority about the progress of CatholiS im on Aruba. 
Independently the# both sald much the seme thing. Before 
Lego the island was very poor, but the people were not 
unhappye The church was very powerful, Now after the 


influence of Lago, the people in general are still poor, 


pecan eee, 


Wow has Lago thflarencs dy chccon ding ho tage Urge se > 


not as poor as before though, and the ehuroh has Lost some 
of its power, Both priests did not seem to feel badly. 
about the changed role of the church. They seemed to think 
that the lessening of the role of the church was a matter of 
evolution and that naturally as a group of people get 

more sophisticated their psyohological need for the church 
will lessen and the chureoh will oome to ;lay a Less 
important physical pert in their Lives, 

The pastor of Saint Teresa's church in San Nicolas, 
Father Ven Veen, was e younger man of about 35, The 
parishioners in San Nicolas are mostly black and are 
generally poorer than other Arubens, They are fairly recent 
immigrants from the other islands in the Caribbean, These 
people heve no real love or devotion to Aruba, I spoke 
to a Mrse Ghittuck, ean immigrant from Sento Dennede She 
had been in Aruba for 38 years, Feather Van Yoen had 
Introduced ma to her because she was the president of the 
Legion of Mary in tis parish. Even after 32 years on the 

island, she still aid not associate herself closely with its 
She referred to the Arubans as foreign people to her and 
even went so far to say that they were decent people and 
made good neighbors. Mrs, Chittuek took me with her on a 
few visits to the homes of some peovle in San Nicolas, 

Even though she went to these homes to give spiritual 

help through the Legion of Mary, she kept herself aloof from 
them, She didn't talk to the lighter people she visited 
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as equals, There was some kiné of tension between them. She 

kept herself in the role of an outsider, There were two 

different Legions of Mary in the Church of Saint Teresa, 

One Legion was composed only of English speeking people, 

The other Legion was of Paplamentu speaking people. T 

spoke, with Mrss, Chittueck as interpreter, to Mrs, Cheung, ~ 

the president of the Paplanentu speaking group. She too 

was a rather old immigrant to Mok but ghe had ¢ 

Little more warmth towards the people of Aruba, The other 

people in the group when asked where they were from, 

answered Aruba, Mrs. Gheung’s identification with snuoh A. Hae Pa? » 
Wit UW ayo’) | 

group would tend to pull her more into the group than rhe or 

it. In introducing me to these two vomen, Father Van Veen 

did me a favor, but I must say thet of all of the Dutoh 

people that I spoke to, he was the nost condescending. 

Iwes not able to get much from ny interview with him 


hbesause of his enndesecending attitude toward mo. It seems 


strange to me thet an island with so many cood Catholic \ 


cee 
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on them, I do not know how a parishioner who went to him lars | 


people should have e priest that seems to not really be 


interested in the people and who even seems to look down 


& een 
for help would feel, Certainly, to have your priest, a an ‘e ) 
yo’, & * + 
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respected member of society, look down on you would not be 


Pa a 


good for the mental well being of the person. The 
church ia there as a eruteh, for temporal aid ae well as 


for spiritual aid, If spiritual ald is supposed to calm 
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and reassure the individual, then a priest with a 
condescending attitude would do mach damage in his parish, 
I have a particouler fondness for the varish of Sante 
Cruz because of the two wonderful priests who I met there, 
Father Jahngon wes a young man of about 50, It wes 
unfortunate thet T only was able to apeak with him twioe, 
je wes Just about to be transferred to be the pastor in Bo! faire. 
Even though he was very pussy setting ready to ro, he wes 
more than willing to answer all of my questions and to 
help me es much as possible, He took me with hur one day 
while he was saying good-bye to his parishioners, He 
stressed the Importance of « priest to become involved 
in his parishioners, He seid that the best way to 
inerease the role of the church to that of the central core 
of importance in the parish, is to heve the prtest leave 
the reetary, go out into the Cunuen and talk to the 
peorle. He hed only been in the parish of Srnta Crus for 
gix months and he said that in that time, because he had 
gone to them, there had been a remerkable change in the 


people's attitudes toward religion. More people out tn 
the Cun vou make more of an effort to get to church, 


There was more Community spirit, He had the men build a 
cross of Santa Cruze He showed 1% to me and said thet on 
it were rosks that were from all over the island, and that 
some of the rocks were peculiar to Aruba, He gaid that 


the bullding of the cross and the symbolism of unity that 


4t had for the people was very important to the 
strengthening of the ties of the people to the church, 
The people that Father Jahnson took me to see wore of very 
different backrounds, They all had two things in common, 
They were oll Catholiea and they were all what they 
consider to be netive Arubans, defined as people of 


Indien backround who have lived here for many generations, / we 


M eae 
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Nina Vrolick was a sohool teacher who taught third grade in yo y) 


the church school, She was also the organist at the 
shureh. She understood English well, but spoke it with 
aifficultye I spoke to Nine at least six times and she 
became my favorite informant. She had a sense of humor 
and was very kind and wanted to help. She invited me to 
a wedding in Santa Cruz. This was 2 good opportunity for 
me to see the people in a religious setting that was 

just a Little out of the ordinary. The ehurch was 


completely full and it was ae rather elaborate wedding, 


The ceremony itself wes very similar to wedding masres in \e, 
the States, It was et the reception thet I was able to oe 
speak with some of the people. It was a definitely upper bal ai 
crust wedding, The people themselves eonsidered it to [eee 
be so and it was an honor to be invited to the reception, i 
There were Duteh people there ag well as Arubens, The \ ) 


bride was a teacher, I spoke to one Dutch couple, both 
of whom were teachers at the church school, They had 


been in Aruba for four years and still did not speak 


Faplamentu, aAruban's in their company spoke only Dutch. 


The wedding Like most weddings in the States seemed to be we 
more of a social significance the of e roligious sige ore 
nificance, The priests and nuns all cane to the reception : ‘ 
but they scemed to git by themselves, The yeople did not Cae 
&o0 out of their way to socialize with them. This could yoy “0 
have been for several reasonss 1) there wes some kind of ¥ we ol 
restriction against it 2) the people were embarrassed to AS ov 
be there and were not used to mecting the clergy socially uM a 
8) there was drinking end the peovle might have felt Wo 
restricted to be drinking wit a priest, sinse drinking 
is considered to be a major problem among the men, The Pee 
people were very friendly to mes I found that most Naik Ae “4 | 
people in the Santa Grug area were more friendly than oe Am we % 
some of the people in the other areas of Aruba, | 

Some of the other fariltes tont Father Jahnson took 
me to see were a Little less well off than Nine Vrolick. 
The femily of }aulus Geermen was fairly well off. The 
father was a welder at Legos They had an immaculately 
clean house with about 12 children in it, They were 
very proud of all of their possessions, They showed me | ai 


all of what they considered to be their prize Guseesninni,” ne ; 
They were very hsppy to see the priest. They stopped 

whatever they were doing to sce if they could be of any 

assistance to him, Father Jahnsen said thet this was 

the head family in the barrio and that they prided 


themselves on their home and on their respectibility.e Wet . 
Religion was important to them, Another group of famili¢é 

I visited with Fathe Jehnson were much poorer, They had 

no gars and were isolated way out in th Cunucu, One 
femily, the Castor family,no longer had a father because 

ne wes killed six years ago at an accident at Lago, These 
people did not speak Bnglidm and Father Jahnson interpreted 
for me, There seemed to be no bitterness toward Logo, 
Father Jahnson said they were not bitter because they bel leved 
in god. They were very poor but there were at least two 
married sons who were living at home and helping to 

support the family, The children in this and in the other 
homes were all very beautiful, They are shy when the 
priest comes and run and hide to change into thelr beat 
clothes, They may be shy with the priest, but it seems 
that they are oloser to their priests than are the 

ohildren 4n the States, The family of Theodore Coorman 
was poor also. He had ebout 8 children and he also 

worked st Lego, He was a leas skilled worker then 

Goormen 80 his job was not as high paying and consequantly 
his house vas a little smaller and ploiner and he had 

fewer possessions, They were happy to see the priest, 

but were more reserved, Pather Janson said that these 

are the people that the priest hes e responsibility to 
reach and keep in 6lose contact with the church, otherwise 


these are the people who soon Lofse their ita calle The 
we">? \ 
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last family that Father Jahnson took me to meet were the 
poorest, They were fishermen and lived far away from the 
church, Their house hed olectrioity ond water but thet 
was about all, There was presticelly no furniture and 
nothing on the dirt floor, The small ehildren ran around 
nakec, You could sense the embarrassment or even a Little 
resentment that the priest had come. These people never 
go to church because they are too fer away from it and 
have no means of transportation to it. Father Jahngon 
brousht the church to them by celebration masses in 
private homes in the CUNUCY y . 

While in Sante Cruz I met ae few other interesting 
poovle Felipe Ghemaly was a buifnessman who sold groceries 
to srall grocery stores on the island, He had a friend 
vith him whose name was Adolpho Finedo,. Felipe was a 
recent im:igrant from Haiti, He was about 40 yoars 
old. Adolpho was a recent immigrent from Cola@mbia and 
he vas about 65, They spoke in Spanish to each other 
besause they felt thet they were completely different 
from the Arubans. Both of them are what I would call 
"yelligious fanatics", When they heard that I was studying 
religion they went out of their way to help me. They took 
me to see the priest in Savanetta and at Imaldehot, They 
had religious pictures scattered all over their oar, 
Religion was the core of their lives and they went to 


mass at leant onee e day. They had great respect for the 
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Dutch primarily beesuso they thought they were religious 
people and had helped the chureh in Aruba, They Looked 

with disdain on the Arubans themaelves because they aid 

not think that they were involved in thelr religion enough. 
It was strange that when JT asked them about miracles or _ 
sacranents they were only able to give me sketohy answers, 
More conerete questions Like, why do you believe, they 
answered with shrugs and answers Like®we know it's the truth" 
If I asked them why they knew it was the truth, they 
answered that the sohureh said that it was and that it 

must be the truth. It did not seem to matter to them that 
they did not have real conerete reasons for believing. They 
just believed, . 

The other priest that FY talked to in Santa Cruz was 
Father Berlaghe, He became the pastor of Santa Cruz when 
Feather Jahngon left. He was an older man of about 65, He 
was also acquainted with his pariehioners since he had been in 
the parish for 6 yearde There was one difference between hin 
and Father Jahnson. Father Berlaghe was also interested in 
hig people and he did go to visit them, but he was a meh 


and 
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‘softer priest then Father Jahnson, Rather than make the ay 4 ae 
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people a little more self reliant, he helped them tee | Gh 4ov" 


quickly by giving them money. Father Jehnson thought that 
this was not the right approach. He thought it was very necessary 
for the people to have self respect and a certain amount of 


self reliance, 


There wore many other people that I interviewed. IJ 
found out large amounts of very interesting data, but most 
of it had nothing to do with religion. This mefie it leas 
velusble for my paper, but not less valuable to me, This 
summer wes a very rewarding experience for mo. I enjoyed 
talking to people and making friends with new people, while 
trying to find information about my topic, There ore a 
erest many difficulties in field work, most of them are L“ 
difficulties within yourself, This summer has taught me et 
least one thing, that is you @ennot Look at another culture 
and ex eet it to conform with what you are use tos You 
have to adapt yourself to them, 

Through my interviews and observetions, TI will 

conclude by saying thet the Catholic Chureh is of very 
vital and integral inmportonece to the people of Aruba, It 
fulfills the psychological need for seevrity as well as the 
apirituel need that the people feel to have a god, and it 4 ie sac 
also fulfills the temporal need of being a money source we vk ae 
and help 4n time of need, All of these roles of the ehurech ws e 


ro 
have been tempered by tine, but the chureh still has wien wns 
enough importance in the eommnity to make these roles & : 
important to the peaple. The role of the Chureh in Aruba 

_ is evolving » as 4t evolves in all countries that are oat 
rising out of backwardness, I am sure that there will be yin AN 
further changes in the church, The reason that the woe 


concept of the church has Lasted so long and even the very 


reason why any ancient religion has lasted so lone, 4s thet 
there has to be room for changes. Religion has to try to 
remain as stable as it possibly can, so that it can better 
serve the people by giving them a sense of security and solide 
arity, but it cannot stagnate and must adapt slowly to the 


ever changing world, ‘The church tn Aruba has adapted in 


this waye 
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